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l = PON an impartial Enquiry into 
A 0 
Fall the Commiſſions and Inſtru- 
FE tions of our Saviour, during 
the Time of his Converſation 
voith Mankind here on Earth, i. e. during the 
whole Compals of the Evangelical Hiſtory 
We have not as yet found an Evidence of 
his gra nt ing any ſingular Power either to 


A 2 St, 


B 5 
St. Peter, or any other ſingle Apoſtle; but 
what was granted, was granted equally, and 
in common to them all. | 

The End of theſe Commiſſions and Inſtru- 


ctions was, To go and Diſciple all Nations, 


1o Bafptize and Teach them all things what- 
ſoever were commanded, Mat. xxviit. 19, 20. 


To go into all the World, and Preach the Goſ- 
pel to every Creature, Mark xvi, 15. That 


Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 


©. preach'd in his Name among all Nations, be- 


ginning at Jeruſalem, Luke xxiv. 47. 
Great and arduous. was the Work - and 
therefore to make them ferendis pares, able 


to go through with it, the Promiſe of 

Aſſiſtance was anſwerable to the Burthen of 
the Task; Lo! I am with you, to the End 
of the World, Mat. xxviii. 20. They went 


forth and preached every where, the Lord 
working with them and confirming the Word 
with Signs following, Mark xvi. 20. Be- 
hold, I ſend the Promiſe of my Father upon 
you, but tarry ye in the City of Jeruſalem, un- 


tl you be endow'd with P oWer from on hi h, 


Luke xxiv. 49. It is expedient for you, that 
Igo away, for if I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto jou, but if I depart, 


I ill ſend him unto jou; he ſhall guide you 
into all Truth, and ſtew you things to come, 


John xvi. 7.——xvi, And again, John xx. 


os a 21 Bas. oc ans ed Gs EE 


[3] 
22. He breathed on them and faid, Receive 
ye the Holy Ghoſt. xy 1 
Theſe Things St. Luke recapitulates in 
the beginning of his Hiſtory of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles thus, Aci i. 4. Being aſſembled 
together with them, he commanded them that 
they ſhould not depart from Jeruſalem, but 
wait for the Promiſe of the Father, which ye 
have heard of me. And ver. 8. Te ſhall re- 
cerve Power after that the => Choſt is come 
upon you, and ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me 
both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judza, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt Part of the 
Earth. And thus aſcended from them : and 
this was fulfilled not. many Days after by 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. 5 
This, I take it, gave the Occaſion of that 
Expreſſion of Tertullian in his Rule of Faith, 
In cælos ereprum ſediſſe ad dextram Patris, 
miſiſſe vicariam vim ſpiritus ſanè ti, qui cre- 
dentes agat. De Præſcr. Hær. c. 13. He was 
taken up into Heaven, ſat. down at the Right 
Hand of the Father, ſent the vicarious Pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſhould aſſiſt and 
enable the Faithful. This alſo I ſuppoſe 
might induce Oecumenius to uſe that Expre- 
ſſion in the End of his Preface to the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, t nakos , T0 H RE yyenov 
Xe 758 Nedfais Atyev; To 5 BN TOY Lege, 
7% T8 Ayis He]. It may very well be, 
that the Goſpel may be called the Acts of 
| | Chriſt, 


1 
Chriſt, and the Book of Acts, the Acts of 
the Holy Ghoſt. For the Son, the ſecond 
Perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity, and now the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, prays the 
Father to ſend the Comforter, the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Third Perſon in the Bleſſed Tri- 
Under the only Univerſal and only Infal- 
lible Conduct of this Bleſſed Spirit the Apo- 
ſtles undertake the Propagation of the King- 
dom of Heaven, the great and arduous 
Work of reconciling the World to God in 
—_— 5 
And therefore in the Proſecution of this 
glorious Deſign we muſt carefully trace out 
the Steps and Methods of their Proceedings 
throughout the remaining Hiſtory of the ſa- 
cred Canon, and endeavour to diſcover 
whether St. Peter did ever claim to himſelf 
ſuch an univerſal Supremacy as is now claim- 
ed by the Biſhops of Rome from him, or 
whether the reſt of the Apoſtles did ever 
acknowledge it. And then to ſtrengthen 
and conclude the Argument thus drawn 
from the very Originals of Church-Autho- 
rity, we may add as an Appendix, the faith- 
ful Teſtimony of ſome of the moſt eminent 
and undiſputed Fathers, and even the. con- 
curring Sentiments of ſome of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Romaniſts. 


And 


[#1 
And this, I hope, may be ſufficient to 
prove, that our Saviour never left one uni- 
verſal viſible Head of his Church, not St. Pe- 
ter, nor conſequently his Succeſſors, ſup- 
poſing them to be ſuch, but that all the A- 
poſtles were equally Foundations, and by - 
their Miniſterial Functions were equally 
employed in the Propagation of the King- 
dom of Chriſt, under the only univerſal In- 
fluence and infallible Conduct of the Holy 
Firſt then we are to enquire whether 
St. Peter did ever claim ſuch an univerſal 
Supremacy to himſelf. | 
What we have of St. Peter's Hiſtory 
during the remaining Period of the ſacred 
Canon is all contain'd either in the firſt 
Twelve Chapters of the Acts of the Apo- 
b ſtles, or in his own Epiſtles, or in St. Paul's. 
We have two Epiſtles of St. Peter, and tho 
. the Genuineneſs of one of them has been 
r ſome time doubted of, yet have they both 
1 by a long and general Conſent of the Church 
1 been received as Genuine and Canonical. 
. Both of them, as we find by the third 
2 Chapter of the ſecond Epiſtle, were writ- 
t | ten to the ſame Perſons, i. e. to the Jets of 
1 the Diſperſion throughout the Provinces of 
„ Pontas, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia and Bi- 
thin. NN 
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This was St. Peter's peculiar Province, as 
we find by St. Paul, Gal. ii. 7, 8, 9. where 
we find it expreſs'd in ſuch Terms as ſeem 

to fignifie it to have been the particular 
Commiſion of the Holy Ghoſt. When they 
ſaw that the Goſpel of the Uncircumciſion was 

committed unto me, as the Goſpel of the. Cir- 
cumciſion was unto Peter. For he that wrought 
efjectually in Peter to the Apoſtleſbip of the 


- Circumciſion, the ſame was mighty in me to- 


wards the Gentiles; and when James, Ce- 
phas and John, who ſeemed to be Pillars, 
perceived the Grace that was given unto me, 
they gave tome and Barnabas the Right Hand 
f Fellowſhip, that we ſhonld go unto the 
eathen, and they unto the Circumciſion. 

This therefcre being thus the peculiar 
Province of St. Peter, where he acted not 
only upon the general Rights of an Apoſtle, 
but upon the particular Rights of Conver- 

ſion too, we might reaſonably expect to 
find here the higheſt Claims of Power and 
Authority, and if he had been intruſted | 
with an univerſal Supremacy, we might 
reaſonably expect to have found here ſome 
Intimation of it. But on the contrary, we 
find no ſuch thing either claim'd by him, 
or ſo much as intimated. 

For in the Inſcription of his firſt Epiſtle 
he calls himſelt no more than Peter, an A- 
poſtle of Jeſus Chriſt. And in the Inſcrip- 

= tion 


. 
tion of his ſecond Epiſtle he calls himſelf 
Simon Peter, a Servant and an Apoſtle ot 
Jeſus Chriſt. In his firſt Epiſtle he is very 
full both in the Deſcription and Enforce- 
ment of all thoſe relative Duties we owe 
to one another, whether in Regard to the 
Civil or the Sacred Polity. And when in 
the laſt Chapter he comes particularly to 
exhort the Elders, how to behave themſelves 
in reference to the Management of the ſa- 
cred Polity, he aſſumes no other Character 
to himſelf but only that of Evurpiooureege; 
The Elders that are among you I exhort, who 
am alſo an Elder and a Witneſs of the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, Chap. v. ver. 1. 

Where by Elders, 'tis plain, he muſt 
mean Biſhops, (for every Apoſtle was a 

Biſhop, tho every Biſhop was not an Apo- 
ſtle) becauſe in the next Verſe he deſcribes 
their Office by the Paſtoral Dignity, and 
particularly by the Ty Emioonvr. As alſo, 
becauſe tis plain they were the Governors 
of ſuch large Provinces, and fo very conſi- 
derable, as every one of theſe were in the 
Eaſtern Part of the Roman Empire; ſuch as 
before they became Roman Provinces, were 
the Seat and Dominion ot great and mighty 
Potentates; as Pontus of the great Mit hri- 
dates; the others of that long and flou- 
riſhing Rice of the Seleucidæ. 


2 But 


| 10 1 
But yet further, when St. Peter in theſe 
Epiſtles has Occaſion to mention the whole 
College of Apoſtles, he does not claim the 
Supremacy over them, or put himſelf at the 
Head of them, but only reckons himſelf as 
one of the Number, and joins them with 
the Prophets, as the common Foundation of 
our Holy Religion. So Epiſt. 1. ch. 3. v. 2. 
That ye may be mindful of the Words which 
dere ſpoken before by the Holy Prophets, and 
of the Commandment of Us the Apoſiles of the 
Lord and Saviour. And yet more particu- 
larly, when in the ſame Chapter he has Oc- 
caſion to mention St. Paul, v. 15. He calls 
him oz Beloved Brother Paul, tho' St. Pan! 
ſays of himſelf, he was anApoſtle born out ef 
due Time. And thus we find where he had 
as fair an Opportunity of claiming the Pri- 
vilege, had he really had it, as could poſ- 
ſibly be given him, yet we find not the 
leaſt Intimation of it, but rather on the 
contrary plain Indications of his acting col- 
legiately, and in common with them. 
It were needleſs to go through the ſeve- 
ral 702 45ulu granted to St. Peter, and 
produc'd as Evidences of his ſingular Prero- 
gative, becauſe there is nothing ſo well 
| known in the Hiſtory of the New Teſta- 
ment, as that during the Age of Miracles, 
the Conduct of the Holy Spirit was ſuch, 
as not only to. grant the Favour in common 


Tl F xt 7 


to the Apoſtles, but even as Occaſion re. 


quird, to all faithful Believers too. For 
St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor. xii. 4, &c. There 
are Diverſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit; 


there are Differences of Adminiſirations,but the 


ſame Lord, which worbeth all in all, To one 
is given the Word of Wiſdom, to another 


Faith, to another Gifts of Healing, to ano- 


ther working of Miracles, to another Prophe- 
fy, &c. But all theſe worketh that one and 


the ſelf-jame Spirit, dividing to every one ſe- 


Terally as he will. 


However therefore theſe miraculous Gifts 


might be uſeful and advantageous to the 
Church during the Time of Converſion or 
Propagation of the Kingdom, as being plain 
Evidences of the Demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit and of Power, yet they cannot fairly be 
pom as being Evidence of any ſingu- 
lar Prerogative in any ſingle Perſon, fave on- 


ly the Holy Ghoſt, the Donor of them, 
becauſe they were granted not only to all 


the Apoſtles in common, but as Occaſion 
required to every faithful Believer too. The 
Holy Ghoſt di viding ſeverally to every one 


as he pleaſed, and therefore the remoteſt 


Conſequence in the World cannot fairly 


from hence infer any ſingular Prerogative 


granted to St. Peter, 


1 But 
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mJ : 
But there is one Paſſage of St: Peter's 
Hiſtory recorded in the eleventh Chapter 


of the Acts of the Apoſtles, where if the 
univerſal and infallible Conduct of the 


whole Church had been truſted with him, 
we could not well have mils'd his Claim of 
it, and therefore this may be worth a more 
narrow Enquiry after. I he Cale was thus, 


The ſtrong Prejudice the Jews were un- 


der ariſing from the Notion of their Segul- 
lah, i. e. their being the peculiar People, 
and that all the Favours of God Almighty 


muſt be contin'd to their Nation only, gave 


ſuch an Hindrance to the univerſal Deſign 
of propagating the glad Tidings, of the 


- 


Goſpel throughout all the World; that it 


ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt to give 
them even a miraculous Conviction to aſ- 
ſure them of the Truth of that Prophecy, 
the Blindneſs of their Prejudice would not 
let them underſtand, that the Son was now 
to have the Heathen for his Inheritance, and 
te utmoſt Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſ- 


ſion. 


Cornelins's Converſion, not only Cornelius 
himſelf miraculouſly prepar'd, by the extra- 
ordinary Appearance of an Angel to him at 


the time of his Devotions; but we find al- 


ſo St. Peter himſelf, who, tho' he was de- 


ſiguned for the Apoſtle of the Circumciſion, 


And therefore we find in the Hiſtory of 


L333 
yet was intended by the wiſe Conduct of 
Providence to be the Inſtrument of this Con- 
verſion, ſo deeply tin&ur'd with the Obſti- 
nacy ariſing from this Fewiſh Prejudice, that 
he wanted the Conviction even of an hea- 
venly Viſion, to perſuade him, that what 
God had cleans'd he was not to call com- 
mon or unclean, and therefore under this 
Conviction proceeds with the Brethren, and 
became a Witneſs of Cornelius's Baptiſm by 
the Holy Ghoſt, i 
And when the Tidings of theſe things 
came to Jeruſalem, and St. Peter ſome time 
after them, they that were of the Circum- 
ciion contended with him, for going in to 
Men uncircumciſed, and eating with them. 
But St. Peter rehearsd the whole Matter 
from the beginning, made a large Apology 
for himſelf, tells them it was the Spirit bad 
him go nothing doubting, produces the 
Teſtimony of the ſix Brethren who accom- 
panied him, and at laſt concludes his Apolo- 
gy, Tis ) Eyo Haw uaTI; Kwnvoai Tow dev; 
Upon this Apology the whole Conliſtory 
were ſatisfied, and glorified God, ſaying, 
Then hath God alſo unto the Gentiles grant- 
ed Repentance unto Life. 
No had St. Peter been intruſted by our 
Saviour, as the preſent Claimants from him 
pretend he was, with the univerſal and in- 
allible Conduct of the whole Church, here 


= Tj 7 
had been a fair Occaſion given him to plead 
the Prerogative of that high Privilege. For 
he was impleaded by the ſingle Conſiſtory 
of Jeruſalem, ſubmits himſelt to an Apo- 


logy, and in his own Defence pleads ttie fl 
Command and infallible Conduct of the 


Holy Spirit, which is more than his pre- 
tended Succeſſors under their preſent Claims 
would now vouchiate to do, tho it were 
even to a general Council. And therefore 


I hope we may be allowed to conclude, 


that he never claimed any ſuch Supremacy 
as they do from him. LE” | 
It remains therefore to inquire, whether 
the reſt of the Apoſtles did ever acknow- 


ledge any ſuch Supremacy in St. Peter. We | 


find indeed St. Peter often the firſt Speaker 


in the Aſſembly, but no Indications of his 
being the Head or ſupreme Director of it. 


This his Age, his Temper, the Fervor of 
his Zeal might give him, but as the other 
was never claimed by himſelf, fo neither 
was 1t ever acknowledged by the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, but they acted collegiately 
while together, and after their Diſperſion 
upon the fingle Rights of their ſeveral Con- 


Thus we find immediately after our Sa- 


viour's Aſcenſion they returned from Mount 
Olivet to Jeruſalem, and when they were 
come in, hey Went tp into an Upper Room, 

f | where 


Te] 


Where abode both Peter, and James, and John, 


and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartho- 


lomew and Matthew, James the Son of Al- 


pheus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the 


Brother of James; theſe all continued with 


one accord in Prayer and Supplication. 
This Method of acting 0wouund'or,, or 
Phraſes of like Import and Expreſſion, is 
what we meet with in almoſt every Chapter 
of the Acts of the Apoſtles during the time 


they continued together at Jeruſalem, and 
therefore St. Chryſoſtom in the beginning of 
his Commentaries upon the Acts of the 
Apoſtles tells us, we may there find the 


Apoſtles (1) full of Unity and Agreement, not 


envious or ambitious, as formerly, when ſome. 


of them deſired to fit at his Right Hand in 
the Kingdom, and particularly of St. Peter 
in the Caſe of Matthias's Election he ſays, 
(2) ſee him doing all things with common 
Conſent ; Nothing magiſterially or by mere 
Authority, J 

Thus we find them repreſented under a 
perfect Unanimity and Concord amongſt 


themſelves. No Envy amongſt them, no 


ſtruggling for Place as formerly, nor any 
Affectation of Superiority, St. Peter does 


A 


— — 
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not appear to have acted ſingly in any Caſe 


while he continued with the Apoſtles at 


Jeruſalemn. St. John and he were equally 
concerned in the Cure of the lame Man at | 
the Temple-Gate, and when they were im- | 
priſon'd and afterwards threatned for it; be- 
ing fo diſmiſsd, they went to their own 
Company, and reported all that the chief 
Prieſts and Elders had ſaid unto them. Up- 
on this St. Chryjoſtom thus remarks; ou. 
OR OH e in. They make not this 
Report out of Oſtentation or Vain- glory, but 
as he there goes on, they return to the 
united and common Aſſiſtance, i7#Tiv ouy- 
AN AH Nor, (1) Unanimouſly again and 
With common Endeavonrs, and conclude their | 
Prayer. with a Petition for the further Aſſiſt- 
ance and infallible Conduct of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 1 | EE ELD | 
They had before been endow'd with the 
Gift of Tongues, but deſire now they may 
be enabled to ule it, and therefore pray 
for that divine naegeia, which we ever after 
meet with ſo eminent in them all. Thus 
Acts iv. 29. Behold, Lord, their Threatnings, 
and grant unto thy Servants that with all 
 Boldneſs they may ſpeak thy Word. And when 
they had prayed, the Place was ſhaken where © 
they were aſſembled, and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake thy Word 


—— — 


with 
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9 Boldneſs, and the Multitude' of them 


that believed were m_ one Heart and of on | 


Youl. 
Upon this new Acceſſion of divine Af 


ſiſtance we find them all again with « one ac- 


cord in Solomon's Porch, preaching and con- 


verting the People, where we find St. Peter 
no more than one of them; for this they 
were all impriſon'd, - but by the Command 
of their infallible Conducter, an Angel of 
the Lord releas d them, and bad them go 
ſtand and ſpeak in the Temple to the Peo- 
u all the Wards of this Life. By the 

ouncil of Gamaliel they were only beaten for 
this, and rejoyced in their Stripes, but ceaſed 


not to teach and preach Jeſus, Ads v. And 


this may be ſufficient to ſhew their acting 
collegiately, with Unanimity and Concord, 
under the only univerſal and infallible Con- 


* duct of the Holy Ghoſt. 


But there are other Paſlages i in this Hiſto- 


ry of the Acts, which may give further 
Light to the Enquiry we are upon, for if 


St. Peter had been really intruſted with tlie 
univerſal and infallible Conduct of the Pro- 


pagation of the Goſpel, we ſhould have 
found, if Modeſty had prevented the claim- 


ing: it himſelf, yet at leaſt fome Acknow- 
ledgment of it from the reſt of the ee 


in the Inftances following. "YI 
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this Paſſage, tho' the Apoſtolical Authority 


a 
The Perſecution, which aroſe upon St. 
Stephen's Martyrdom, as we are told, Acts 
viii. 1. grew great and violent againſt the 
Church which was at Jeruſalem, and they 


Were all ſcatter d abroad throughout the Regi- 


ons of Judza aud Samaria, except the Apoſtles, 
Inſomuch that even the Deacons, who had 


been juſt before appointed for their Aſſiſt- 


ants in the lower Adminiſtrations of the 
Church left them; for we find St. Philip, 


one of them, become of a Deacon an Evan- 


geliſt, and preaching the Doctrine of the 
Kingdom with Succeſs in the City of Sama- 
ria. Now when the Apoſiles which were at 


Jeruſalem heard that Samaria had received 


the Word of God, they ſent unto them Peter 
and John,who pray'd for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, and laid their Hands 
on them, and they did receive the Holy Ghoſt. 

Here we ſee the Converſion of Samaria 
was owing to the Diſperſion. ot the Faith- 
ful by the Perſecution, under the wiſe and 
infallible Conduct of the Holy Spirit, (who 
knows beſt how to bring Good out of 
Evil) as we find immediately afterward, 
the Converſion of the Æthiopian Eunuch, 
and carrying the Goſpel to that dark Quar- 


ter of the World was, to the Conduct and 


Command of the ſame holy and infallible 
Spirit. But what is more remarkable in 


Was 
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was neceſſary for the Confirmation of them; 
yet we find St. Peter not only not claiming 
the univerſal Prerogative, but ſubmitting 


himſelf to the whole College of Apoſtles 
to be ſent by them, and that not ſingly 


neither, but in equal Commiſſion with 
St. TG 2 
There's another Paſſage in this Hiſtory 
of the Acts, where St. Peter ſeems plainly 
to intimate, if not fully acknowledge, the 
Superiority of St. James the leſs, in the 
Church of Jeruſalem. For when he was 
- miraculouſly delivered by the Angel of the 
Lord out of the Hands of Herod, he came 
to the Houſe of Mary the Mother of John 
Mark, where many were gathered together 
praying for him. And when he had got En- 
trance, he beckon'd to them to hold their Peace, 
and declared unto them how the Lord had 
brought him ont of Priſcn, and ſaid, Go ſhew 
theſe things to James, and to the Brethren; 
and departed and went into another Place; 
Acts xii. 17. | C 
Now that this was St. James the Leſs is 
plain, becauſe, we find by the ſecond Verſe 


of this Chapter, that James the Apoſtle, 


the Brother of Joby was kill'd by Herod 
before the Impriſonment of St. Peter, and 


for this we have further St. Chryſoſtom's Wit | 
_ neſs upon the Place, (1) This Man was a 


— —— * e — 
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Biſhop in the Church of Jeruſalem, Tho 


then it is plainly intimated here that he was 
at this time the Biſhop of Jeruſalem, yet 
when he was declared fo, is not plainly told 


us by the ſacred Canon, but if we may be- 


lieve Euſebius's Chronicon, it is there fixed 


to the Year after our Saviour's Aſcenſion. 


And therefore from this Character it is St. 
Peter dire&s this particular Deference to 
him. From hence St. Peter departed: to 


another Place, but whither is not ſaid ; pro- 


bably to the Great Converſion he made i in 
Pontus and the Eaſtern Provinces. For tis 
very likely he did not leave the Eaſt, be- 


cauſe we hear no more of him in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, till we meet with him in 


the great Council of Feruſalem. 


And there again we find St. James to be 


the Preſident, and not St. Peter. For the 
Queſtion was mov d by certain of the Sect 


ot the Phariſees, which believed, ſaying, 


That it was needful to circumciſe them, 
and command them to keep the Law of 
Moſes. The Apoſtles and Elders came to- 


gether to conſider of this Matter; and when _ 


there had been much diſputing, Peter roſe 


up and declared, what he had done under 


the Conduct of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 


fingle Caſe of Cornelius. Then Paul and 

Barnabas, who were particularly ſeparated 

by the Command of the Holy Ghoſt 6 
T 
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that Service, declare what Miracles and 
Wonders God had wrought among the 
Gentiles in general by them. Then St. James 
recapitulates the whole, Controverſy, and 
confirms their Evidence by the prophetical 
Predictions concerning the Call of the Gen- 
tiles, and determines the whole as it were 
ex cathedra, by pronouncing the definitive 
Sentence, Wherefore my Sentence it, That we 
trouble not them which from among the Gen- 
tiles are turned to God, Acts xv. 19. 

Then pleaſed it the Apoſtles and Elders 
with the whole Church, to ſend choſen Men 
of their own Company to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas, who {ſhould declare to 
them, that it ſeemed good to the Holy 
Ghoſt and to us to lay upon you no great- 
er Burden than theſe neceſſary Things. St. 
Chryſoftom's Remark upon this Deciſion of 
St. James is this, Keio Eyo)] xv TSU 2 tua 
T8, 8 Tue, ö. TIGHT! TRUTH Sokd--ETwE BIE15 
TUPG-> vv D Ee ia N ooh H Ee i- 
Merckrlé Te HUS O εα, x, 8d E riS e. 
id α Ne, Ky a Au. EAA yop WV 
7 AN EYKEYA bal vos, SP?v Ioovves E, 
gc LY of ANNO AON SO ov D!, . o1yct * 
BY “go, S NO c FH N CN Tux, 
p- 796. i. e. In this Phariſaical Controverſy 

concerning the Obligation of legal Cere- 
monies, no one of the Apoſtles ſpoke but 
thoſe only, who had been concerned in the 
Converſion of the Gentiles, the reſt held 
| their 


C 5 
their Peace becau they ſaw the Call of 


the Gentiles was the Will of God and Work 
of the Holy Ghoſt. St. Fames concludes, 
and determines upon the common. Senti- 
ments of all, becauſe he was intruſted with 
the Government of that Church. So order- 


ly, ſo unanimous, ſo free from Vain-glory 


or Ambition were theſe pure Souls. 
Nou here is plain Evidence of St. James's 
Preſidency, tho he was no Apoſtle, but on- 


ly Biſhop of Feruſalem, but not the leaſt 


Intimation of any ſingular Prerogative in 
St. Peter, and this is the laſt time we hear 
of him in the Hiſtory of the Acts. It re- 
mains to inquire, what we meet with of this 
Matter in St. Paul's Epiſtles 


When St. Paul was forc'd to vindicate 
his Apoſtolical Authority againſt the Ob- 


jections of the Judaizers and Falſe Apoſtles, 


who inſinuated as if he taught a different 
Goſpel from the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, he 
tells the Corinthians, 2 Epiſt. Chap. xi. v. 5. 


He was not a whit behind the chiefeſt of the 


Apoſtles, and Chap. xii. v. 1 I. For in nothing | 
am ] behind the chiefeſt Apoſiles, though I am 


nothing, and in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
Chap. 1. v. 1. He was an Apoſtle not of Men, 
neither by Man; and Chap. ii. v. 6. They who 
ſeemed to be ſomewhat in Conference, added 


not hing to me. And when James Cephas and | 
John, who ſeemed to be Pillars, perceivd 


the 
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lwſhip. Tis St. Chryſoſtom's Remark upon 
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Approbation, but every way equal to 


that there was then no ſuch Singularity of 


the Grace that was given unto me, they gave 
to me and Barnabas the Right Hands of Fel- 


the ſecond Verſe of the firſt Chapter, that — 


OUmDονë O, i, e. The Name. of Church is a T4 
Name of Unity and Concord. And ver. 18, | 
upon his going up to Feruſalem to viſit St. 
Peter, where he ſtay'd with him fifteen Days, 
he remarks thus, I Te&vTys T&TAVIDeE greste gy 
yevorT” v THIS ue, METRE TOTHUTH 2, TOIXUTO 
uxlopYwpdda, And Her rouivGy, und Tis 
Eels Sie, CAN ICoTIUQ)- G &vTO (boy * 
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5 Npeoeu Tie gn, i. e. What can be more 
% humble than this Soul, who after ſo many 
« and ſo great Atchievements, in nothing 
inferior to St. Peter, nor wanting his 


— 
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* him in Honour, (for we need not at pre- 
« ſent inſiſt further) came to wait upon him 
« as his Better. „ | 
„The Oo, the 'oudvund's', the 100TH 
wiz, and the Oui, are the chiefeſt Cha- 
racteriſticks we meet with of the Apoſtle's 
Management and Converſation, either in 
the ſacred Text, or in the beſt and earlieſt 


Expoſitors of it, and are a plain Indication, 


Authority either claimed dy or acknow- 
ledged amongſt them. 5 


But 
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But St. Paul gives us ſtill a further and 
fuller Evidence: of this Matter, for when 
the Controverſy concerning the legal Ob- 
ſervances grew warm,and St, Peter in Come 

ſſion to his Countrymen ſeem'd to warp 
= his Integrity, he tells us, Gal ii. 11. 
When Peter was come to Antioch, I with- 

ood him to the Face, becauſe he was to be 
lamed; and v. 14. When he ſaw they walked 
not uprightly, (for even Barnabas was carried 
away with their Diſſimulation) he rebuked 
them openly before them all. Now this St. 
Paul neither could nor would have done, 
nor ought St. Peter either to have ſuffered 
or ſubmitted to, if one might have claim- 
ed, or the other ought to have acknow- 
ledg'd any ſuch ſingular Prerogative. 

This Paſſage of Scripture was the Oc 
caſion of a long and warm Diſpute or Epiſ- 
tolary Controverſy between St. Hierom and 
St. Auguſtin, as may be ſeen in both their 
Works, whether and how far St. Peter was 
blame-worthy, but neither of thoſe learned 
and accurate Diſputers have one Word in 
all the Controverſy n any fingular 
Prerogative of St. Petep. i 

St. Hierom indeed in his? preface to the 
Commentaries upon the Galatians calls them 
both Eccleſiarum 3 But then he 
tells us, Lib. 1. Pelag. Ut Plato princeps | 
Philoſophorum, ita Peimit Apoſtolorum lan 
which 


£2 


which ſhews us, that by that and the like 


encomiaſtick Words, we meet with in ſome 


of the beſt and moſt primitive Authors was 


meant no more than vir! primarii, as Ho- 


race himſelf uſes it; 


Principibus placuiſſe viris non ultima laus eſt. 
Where he does not mean Auguſtuc himſelf 


the ſupreme Governor, but ſuch primary 


Men as were employed under him in the 
Adminiſtration of Affairs. 
And thus it appears St. Peter was a Pri- 


mary Apoſtle indeed, but no more. He 


neither claim'd any ſovereign Authority 
over the reſt, neither did they ever ac- 
knowledge it to him. . 

This may be confirmed by ſome few 


Quotations from the Fathers, for we can- 


not ſtay now to give you the Naber Teſtium, 


it would be too voluminous. Irenens in 
his Lib. 3. c. 3. founds the Church of Reme 


it ſelf equally upon glorioſiſſimis Apoſtolis 
Petro & Paulo, the moſt glorious Apoſtles 
Peter and Paul. And c. 12. of that Book 


he gives a Character of St. Peter, which 
ſeems but ill to comport with either uni- 


verſal Power or infallible Conduct. For 


giving an Account of his Compliance with 
the Judaizers at Antioch, he lays it upon 


his Fears, and uſes this Expreſſion, Ita ut 


Petrus quoque timens ne culpareruy ab illit, 
i. e. Peter being airaid, leſt he ſhouid be 


D blamed 


[5] © 
blamed by them, was led into what St; 
Paul calls not walking uprightly. Tertu!- 
lian ſeems to magnifie St. Paul's Character 
ſo far above St. Peter's, that he uſes this 
Expreſſion of him, (1) Tie well St. Peter 
may be equal d with St. Paul even in Martyr- 
dom. And St. Ambroſe ſays of them, (2) Tis 
doubtful whether St. Peter or St. Paul ſhould 
be preferred to each other, © 

But to come to ſome more explicit Te- 
ſtimonies, the fulleſt Account we have of 
the primitive Church Government is in St. 
Cyprian's Works, and there we meet with 
not only full Afertions of the Equality, 
but alſo that St. Peter never claimed more. 
Apoſtolis omnibus poſt Reſurrectionem ſuam 
parem poteſtatem tribuit, Cypr. De Unit. 
Our Saviour after his Reſurrection gave 
equal Power to all the Apoſtles. And in 
the ſame Book, Paſtores ſunt omnes, ſed 
grex unus oſtenditur, qui ab Apoſtolis omnibus 
ananimi conſenſune paſcatur, They are all 
Paſtors, but the Flock one, which muſt be 
governed by an Unanimity of Conſent. And 
in his Epiſt. ad Quirin. Nec Petrus vendica- 
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(1) Benè quod Petrus Paulo & in Martyrio adæquatur 
De Præſcr. c. 24. | | 

(2) Inter Petrum & Paulum, quis cui præponatur, incer- 
tum eſt, Serm. 66. 5 


Vit 
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vit ſibi aliquid, aut arroganter aſſumpſit, ut 
diceret ſe Primatum tenere, & obtemperart 
fit a novellis & poſteris potius debere. And 
again, De Unit. Hoc utique erant cæteri Apo- 
ſtoli, quod fuit Petrus, Pari conſortio præditi 
& honoris & poteſtatis, Peter arrogated or 
aſſumed nothing to himſelf, but all the A- 


poſtles were equally endow'd with the ſame 
Honour and Power too. And Clarus 4 
Muſcula, one of the Biſhops in the Council 


of Carthage, ap. Cypr. (1) Our Saviour 
received the Power from the Father, which 
he gave to his Apoſtles equally, and tothem 
only; to whom the Biſhops ſucceeded in 
the Government of the Church. 
Thus alſo Origen in his Commentaries up- 
on St. Matthew, c. 16. Tr. 1. (2) If you 
think the Church is built upon St. Peter 
only, what Opinion have you of St. John, 
and every one of the reſt of the Apoſtles ? 
St. Chryſoſtom, who has been often quoted 


| already, lays upon Cal. ii. 8. (3) They all en- 


H— 
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(1) Manifeſta eſt fententia Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti 
Apoſtolos ſuos mittentis, & ipſis ſolis poteſtatem ſibi a pa- 
tre datam permittentis, quibus nos ſucceſſimus eàdem po- 
teſtate Eccleſiam Dei gubernantes. | 5 
(2) Quod fi ſuper unum illum Petrum tantum exiſtimas 
totam ædificari Eccleſiam, quid dicturus es de Johanne & 
Apoſtolorum e t EE 
(1) Tas Arne Exag os dg ig. 
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joyd the ſame Dignity. And St. Hiaum a 
gainſt Jo vin. L. I. c. 14. (1) © You ſay the 
& Church is founded upon St. Peter,tho' the 
« ſame thing in another Place is ſaid to be 
ce upon all the Apoſtles, and its Strength 
« conſolidated equally upon them all. A- 
gain, Ad Evagr. Epiſt. 85. (2) © Where 
ever there is a Biſhop, whether at Rome 
or Eugubium, they are of the ſame Me- 
rit and Order, but all of them the Apo- 
« ſties Succeflors. 
St. Auguſtin, Epiſt. 86. (3) © Peter and 
his Fellow-Diſciples lived agreeably to- 
gether. Again, Comment. in Fohan. Ir. 47. 
(4)Asto his being Paſtor,he gave the ſame 
Honour to his Diſciples. For Peter was 
a Paſtor, Paul was a Paſtor, the reſt of 
the Apoſtles were Paſtors, and all good 


1 * are Paſtors. Laſtly, Iſid. Hiſp. 


— — — 
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(1) Dicis, ſuper Petrum fundatur Eccleſia, licet id 1 
alio loco ſuper omnes Apoſtolos fiat, & ex #quo ſuper eos 
Eccleſiæ fortitudo folidetur. 

(2) Ubicunque fuerit Epiſcopus five Rome, five Eugu- 
bii, ejuſdem ſunt meriti & ſacerdotii, eæterùm omnes Apo- 
ſtolorum ſucceſſores. 


(3) Inter ſe concorditer vixerunt Petrus & condiſcipuli _ 


ejus. 

(4) Et quidem fratres quod Paſtor eſt gedit & membris 
ſuis. Nam & Petrus paſtor, & Paulus paſtor, & cæteri 
Ae paſtores, & boni epiſcopi paſtores. 


after 
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after St. Cyprian, (5) © The reſt of the 


c Apoſtles had the ſame Honour and Power 
with St. Peter, who being diſperſed over 
© all the World, preached the Goſpel, 


« To whom the Biſhops ſucceeded, wha 


c are conſtituted throughout the whole 


« World in the Sees of the Apoſtles. 
To come to ſome of the Biſhops of Rome 


_ themſelves. Gregory the Great, L. 4. Ep. 


32, 36. © (6) None of the Roman Prelates 
ever took to themſelves this Name of Sin- 


c gularity; none of my Predeceſſors would 
cc 


ever uſe ſo prophane a Word. We would 
not accept of this Honour, if it were of- 
fered us”: and yet his next Succeſſor but 


cc 
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one obtained it from the Tyrant Phocas. 


HAnkas Sylvius, afterwards Pope Pius the 
Second, tells us, There was little Reſpect 
had to the Biſhop of Rome before the Coun- 
cil of Nice, Ep. 288. Cardinal Cuſanus 


ſays, © (7) We know that Peter had no 


(5) Cæteri Apoſtoli cum Petro par conſortium honoris 
& poteſtatis acceperunt, qui etiam in toto orbe diſperſi 
Evangelium prædicaverunt, quibuſque decedentibus ſucceſ- 
ſerunt Epiſcopi, qui ſunt conſtituti per totum mundum in 
ſedibus Apoſtolorum. . 2 | 

(6) Nullus Romanorum Pontificum hoc ſingularitatis 
nomen aſſumpſit, nullus Deceſſorum meorum hoc tam pro- 
fano vocabulo uti conſenſit. Nos hunc honorem nolumus 
oblatum ſuſcipere. | | 

(7) Seimus, quod Petrus nihil plus poteſtatis à Chriſto 
recepit aliis Apoſtolis, nihil enim dictum eſt Petro, quod 
aliis dictum non eſt, ideo rectè dicimus omnes A poſtolos 
æquales cum Petro in poteſtate. De Concord. Cath. J. 2. c. 13. 


more 
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* more Power from Chriſt than the other 
* Apoſtles ; for there was nothing ſaid to 
“ Peter but what was faid to the reſt, and 
© therefore we rightly ſay that all the Apo- 
ſtles were equal with Peter in Power. Bede 
in his Homily upon Quem me dicunt, ſays, 
* (1) The Power of binding and looſing 
“ ſeems to be given only to St. Peter, yet 
c without all doubt it was equally given to 
* the reſt of the Apoſtles. 
But to conclude with ſome Confeſſions even 
of their paraſitical Flatterers, and avowed 
Advocates of their ufurp'd Authority. Bellar- 
mine confeſſes, L. 4. c. 22. De Pont. Rom. 
& (2) The Apoſtles received all their Power 
£ jmmediately from Chriſt, therefore not 
by St. Peter, but of the ſame Authority with 
his. And L.2.c. 17. ſpeaking of the primitive 
Churcb, he ſays, © (3) The Pope's Authority 
c in the primitive Church was not a little 
© embarraſs'd. And a little after, For by reaſon 
got continual Perſecutions, they could not 
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(1) Poteſtas ligandi & ſolvendi quamvis ſoli Petro a Do- 
mino data videatur, tamen abſque ullà dubietate noſcen- 
dum, quod & cæteris Apoſtolis data eſt. 

(2) A poſtolos omnem ſuam poteſtatem accepiſſe a Chriſto 
immediate. EE. | | 

(3) Verum enim eſt impeditam fuiſſe eo tempore non pa- 
rum Pontificis authoritatem. - 

Propter per ſecutiones continuas non Potuifſe Romanos 
Pontifices liberè exercere eam quam a Chriſto acceperant 
authoritatem. | 1 | 


freely 
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« freely exerciſe that Authority they had 


< received. But Stapleton yet plainer. In 


thoſe early Times, ſays he, © (4) There 
« was no mention of the Pope, becauſe in 
ce thoſe Firſt-Fruits of the Holy Ghoſt there 
« was little or no Uſe of a ſupreme Head. 


But if that had really been a good Reaſon, 


methinks it might have become both him 


and Bellarmine, not to have made our Savi- 


our the Author of an uſeleſs Authority. But 
however that may be, I hope it may be 
taken for a plain Confeſſion from an Ene- 
mies Mouth, that the preſent uſurp'd Au- 
thority is neither original nor primitive, 

— Thus far we have conſidered the Evi- 
dence of the ſacred Canon; and as the Na- 
ture of the thing teaches us, that univerſal 
Power cannot be lodg'd with limited, con- 
fin'd created Faculties, nor infallible Con- 
duct be found any where, but where there 
is both Omnmiſcience and Ommipotence; ſo 
in fact we find, that the univerſal and infal- 
lible Conduct was not intruſted either with 


St. Peter, or any other ſingle Apoſtle, or 
with them all together. Tho' we find 


they were all equally endow'd with the 
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(4) Nullam Papœ mentionem factam eſſe, propterea 
quod in illis primirits ſpiritũs ſancti non admodum magnus 
uſus fuit ſupremiĩ capitis. e c 


extra- 


e 
extraordinary as well as ordinary Powers of 
that holy Comforter, who was ſent to guide 
them into all Truth. And both theſe were 
neceſſary tor them, becaiiſe the great Work 
of the Converſion and Reconciliation of the 
World to the Kingdom of God required it. 
It was therefore under this only univerſal 
and intallible Conduct, that our Saviour has 
promiſed to be with his Church unto the 
End of the World. And then is to give 
up the Kingdom to the Father, that God 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt may be 
all in all. * 
And therefore this will lead us next to 
conſider our fifth and ſixth Propoſitions, Viz. 
5thly, How the Biſhops 3 the 
Apoſtles in their ordinary Authority, within 
their limited particular Diſtricts. And 
therefore, | RS Hp 
6thly, How eyery Biſhop in his own 
Church is to be look'd upon as the Vicar of 
Chriſt, and Firſt Principle of Unity. | 


